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Abstract: ABSTRACT

Thes paper explores the multifaceted efforts

ol the  Tndian povernment  to - empower

women, cmphasizing, financial independence
and ancenhanced quality of life. Focusing on
virtous women empowerment programs, the

document underscores  the  government's

eommltment to safeguarding and upllftlng_ %
Women 1n society. Notable initiatives such as a8
Beti; Bachao Beti Padhao, Working Women

Hostel Mahila EHaat, STEP, and MSK are
analyzed _showcasing a

mcrehsed access to healthcare and education.
The Mahlla EHaat, STEP, and MSK
programs, " iri, ;pamcu]ar contnbute
significantly by facxhtatmg online
supporting  training  and
cmployment, and providing comprehensive
support services. The conclusion highlights
the  povernment's engxgement in

marketplaces,

active

creating, a conducive cnvironment for women ]
Ay, Of . ot

in  India

through a diverse™

empowerment initiatives.

Keywords : India, Women, Empowerment,
Sakhi, Hostel, Scheme, Government

Introduction:

The Indian government has undertaken
significant initiatives to empower women,

comprehensive -
approach to address challenges related to -
gender 1nequallty, violence, and to promote

paper  delves  into various  women
empowerment programs in India, part of the
government's commitment to safeguard and

uplift women in socicty.

Schemes for Women's Empowerment in
India:

1., Mission Shakti: Mission Shakti, an
mtcgrated Women Empowerment
Program,’is a comprehensive scheme
focusing:  *on strengthening
interventions for women's protection,
security, and empowerment.

Pn‘dhao:

2. Beti Bachao Beti This
program aims to- address the
declining number “of. meen in
leadership ~ roles, ensuring the

‘survival, protection, andN_edueation of
female children. Launched in”:,r;2015, it
emphasizes social awareness and
improved welfare services for girls.
Beneficiaries: Vanous sectlons
including parents, pregnant mothers
young couples, Indian youth medical

{5 professmnals and-more. Ehglblhty

‘Indian " families - w1th a girl child

under the age of ten.
3. Sakhi ‘Niwas (Working Women
Hostel Scheme) Focused on
pr0v1dmg safe housing for working
women, this scheme offers day care
facilities for their children. Grants arc
provided for constructing new hostels
or  expanding

existing  ones
Beneficiaries: Working  women
(married, divorced, separated,
widowed, single) Eligibility:

Monthly gross income criteria and
proof of shortterm job training,

4. Swadhar Greh (Shakti  Sadan)

Launched in 20012002, this scheme

provides support to women by

fostering  financial independence  and
enhancing their overall qualﬂa@hfe This
R\ m75
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o dipowenment by facilitating  online

and

offering fi T " ) 2ad
with :’ .()(I)d, Sh"“c""””“ll)t. alonp marketplaces,  supporting  training
¢ SOCH: ’C ‘o pugd .
ssciiell l"‘ > ceonomie, and health cmployment, and providing comprehensive
. / v c v . b "
rity. .l aids in the remtegration ol support services.
:""'"Cl\ Mo society  Beneficiarics:
\.’() ) > povivn 1
\ Im;.\l:r\\ho were mcarcerated, those Conclusion:
with Jsor | " . ' : ;
traflicked or HIV, homeless women, The Indian government, through a myriad of
Worton ax \;’(])I;;Ln,d cte. Eligibility: programs, is actively working to empower
aged 18 and : > .
. A5 BOTE, women, addressing challenges of gender
5. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vand inequality, violence, and promoting access to
' adhs : : andana P : .
‘oiana: Ji education. initiatives like Beti
Yojana: Implemented from January healthcare :m-d p d; Worki Women
: s orkin
1, 2017, this conditional cash transfer Bachao  Beti  Padhao, & .
—._Hostel, and others reflect the commitment to

program supports pregnant women:

and lactating mothers.” It provides ;. - lgreaté':'ix"’COQQI{cive environment for women in

financial incentives for . meeting  India. i

dietary and' wellness requirements. s
Beneficiaries: Pregnant Women & References: ,
Lactating Mothers (except those in 1. nic.mwcd@govtiin

.

regular employment). Eligibility: l1ttp://mahasarkériy})jan

Criteria related to employment status
and institutional delivery.

2.
3. http://womenchild:MaharéShtra. gov.in
4. http://pib.gov.in

6. Palna (National Creche Program of
( Rajiv  Gandhi): Focused on
b empowering women by offering
daycare facilities for the children of
wdrgking mothers, this scheme
enhances children's health ~ and
* deyelopment Beneficiaries: Children
"*.,'?,‘of ~“working mothers. Eligibility:

" Children aged:6 months:to: 6 years;
mothers working af least 15 days per
month.

7. Nirbliﬁy_:_l Pfojegt: Under this
project, schemes' like/the One Stop
Center Program and ~ ‘Women's _,
Helpline Program “aim_to provide

comprehensive Support s and, oumests
emergency assistance to  women / {
facing  gender based violence.
Beneficiaries: All women \&v
cxperiencing violence. Eligibility: All e |
[emales, including those under H&M yz, PR

CIPAL,

IQAC,
Other Schemes (Mahila EHaat, STEP, I\&kprrsmator,
[l Mahila  EHaat, STEP, Malpti ¥aswtdada Palil Kanya
g further  contribute to M@bkifualaya, Istampuy
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Indian Rural Culture in the Select Ghost Stories of Manoj Das

(Dr.) Snehal Ratnakar Hegishte

Head and Professor,

Department of English,
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Abstract:

Science denies the existence of ghosts and spirits but the readers love to read about them.
Many writers have handled the theme of the supernatural and the mystery in their writings. Manoj
Das is a successful master storyteller, Many of the Monoj Das’ stories centered around a ghost,
These stories have a rural setting. The people living in the villages have strong faith in the presence
of ghosts and spirits. They perform different rituals with the help of tantriks. In the present paper,

an attempt has been made to trace the prominent features of rural culture in the selected ghost

stories of Manoj Das.

Keywords: Indian rural culture, ghosts, spirits, supernatural, Manoj Das, rituals, tantrikes,

occultists.

INTRODUCTION:

Though we are living in an advanced age of science and Technology, there is fear of the
unknown in our mind. Science denies the existence of ghosts and spirits but the readers love to
read about them. The writers have handled the theme of the supernatural and the mystery in their
writings. Many of Manoj Das’ stories center around a ghost. He handles these stories with a
different technique. We find his quest for reality in these stories. He depicts the dominating effect
of Nature on human life. At the background of the ghost stories of Manoj Das there is moonlight
and twilight, howling jackals, roaring tigers, blinding rain, hooting owls which create a
supernatural atmosphere. These stories have a rural setting. The people living in the villages have

strong faith in the presence of ghosts and spirits. They also believe in the phenomenon of the dead

www.the-criterion.com
008
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Thus, the bridge in the story links the past and the present which deepens the melancholic
mood in the story. Ashok Babu represents deep and faithful love for Meena, his student and
remains unmarried throughout his life. But such a type of faithful love is rare in modern culture.

The writer expresses his deep anguish towards changing values of rural culture.
] pang
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POPULATION AND WORK PARTICIPATION RATE IN KOLHAPUR DISTRICT OF
MAHARASHTRA

Krishnarao Babasaheb Patil*
Malati vasantdada patil kanya mahavidyalay urun Islampur
ABSTRACT

The development process of the people depends on their economic activity; therefore the
study of population and Work Participation Rate of population is important. In view of this the
present paper study population and economic development of Kolhapur district of Maharashtra.
Kolhapur district is an agrarian district and well known for agriculturally developed in
Mabharashtra. The Kolhapur district economy is mainly driven by sugarcare cultivation, sugar
industry. foundry sector and textile industry. The present paper is mainly based on secondary
sources of data mainly collected from the census of India, 2011 and Socio-Economic Abstract.
2022. According to 2011 census the total population in the study arca was 38,76,001comprising
19.80.658 male and 18,95,343 females. It is observed that 68.27 per cent population living in
rural area and remaining 31.73 per cent in urban area. It is observed that 53.15 per cent
population engaged in agricultural sector and the remaining 46.85 per cent population engaged in
non-agricultural sector. The work participation rate was 38.92 per cent. This sort of analysis is
useful for planning purpose.

Key Words:Population, Occupational Structure, work participation rate,
INTRODUCTION

The role of geographical environment is important in the distribution of population.
Distribution of population means the way in which individuals in a population are physically
dispersed over space. The various physical as well as socio-cultural factors are affecting on the
distribution of population. The physical factors such as landforms, climatic factors (rainfall.
temperature), soil, energy resources, minerals etc are affect the distribution of population. India
is an agricultural developed country. Agriculture is the mainstay of the Indian economy.
Agriculture and allied sectors contributes nearly 18 per cent of Gross domestic product (GDP) of
India. while about 58.2% of the population is dependent on agriculture for their livehood.
Importance agricultural products of the country are wheat, rice, cotton, oil seed, tea, jute,
potatoes etc. Agriculture industry in India has been remarkable changes since independence. also
become very important from the perspective of employment generation, so Indian economy is
reckoned as agro oriented. The agricultural development also acts as a driving force for overall
economic growth, employment generation, poverty alleviation, food security and susceptibility.

Kolhapur district is the southernmost district of Maharashtra state. The district
headquarter is Kolhapur City which is an ancient city. The city is situated on the banks of
Panchganga river and is known as ‘Dakshin Kashi’. Kolhapur is seat Goddess Mahalaxmi and is
one of the Shaktipeeths mentioned mythology. Kolhapur was ruled by Silaharas, Yadavas.
Rashtrakutas and Chalukyas in the medieval times. The growth of Kolhapur district in modern
times is fascinating Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaja is an architect and founder of modern Kolhapur.
The district is abundant in natural resources such as water, soil, natural vegetation, animal wealth
and minerals. As a result Kolhapur is one of the most agricultural advanced district of not only

42
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5. | Karvir 29.07 ] 24.01 | 44.42[7093[75.99 [ 555835935233 1843
6. | Bavda 79.83 [ 76.46 | 86.90 | 20.17 | 23.54 | 13.10 | 39.08 | 51.31 | 26.03
7. | Radhanagari 80.36 | 73.40 | 90.89 | 19.64 [26.60 | 9.11[46.14|53.79 | 3797
8. | Kagal 7228 | 65.06 | 84.54 | 27.72 [ 34.94 | 1546 | 44.15|54.16 | 33.59
9. | Bhudargad 77.55 | 71.40 | 86.90 | 22.45 | 28.60 | 13.10 [ 43.72 | 52.28 | 35.01
10. | Ajra 76.11 | 6632 | 87.66 | 23.89 [ 33.68 | 12.34|45.95|52.07| 40.36
I1. | Gadhinglaj 7226 | 64.89 | 84.11 [27.74[35.11 [ 15.89 [ 41.31]51.93 | 31.09
12. | Chandgad 79.74 | 71.93 | 89.98 [ 20.26 | 28.07 | 10.02 | 46.24 | 52.97 | 39.64

Kolhapur 53.15 | 4574 | 70.14 | 46.85 [ 5426 | 29.86|38.92|53.02| 24.19

Source: Census of India, 2011

CONCLUSION

The total population of Kolhapur district was 38, 76,001in 2011. The sex ratio of
population was 957 and the literacy rate was 81.51 per cent. It is observed that 53.15 per cent
population engaged in agricultural sector and the remaining 46.85 per cent population engaged in
non-agricultural sector. The work participation rate was 38.92 per cent. This sort of analysis is

useful for planning purpose.
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